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VPATE LAW LARA 
way 2 41995 
VE MOUNTAINS 


State of Montana 
Office of the Governor 


Executive Order No. 3-95 


EXECUTIVE ORDER CREATING THE GOVERNOR’S 
WHIRLING DISEASE TASK FORCE 


WHEREAS, whirling disease has been discovered in a number 
of Montana's wild trout streams; and 

WHEREAS, this salmonid disease may have influenced a 
dramatic decline in the upper Madison River’s wild rainbow trout 
population; and 

WHEREAS, Montana manages its trout streams for wild trout 
and does virtually no stocking of its rivers and streams with 
hatchery trout; and 

WHEREAS, whirling disease could impact Montana’s wild trout 
fishery more than other hatchery-dependent states; and 

WHEREAS, most scientific research on whirling disease has 
focused on fish hatcheries and hatchery-reared trout; and 

WHEREAS, the manner in which whirling disease functions in 
wild environments is not well understood; and 

WHEREAS, whirling disease could also pose a threat to 


Arctic grayling and bull trout, two native species already the 


focus of state special management plans; and 

WHEREAS, the net economic value of trout fishing in Montana 
is more than $270 million annually; and 

WHEREAS, Montana’s current wild trout management philosophy 
provides for more-than 1.3 million fishing days for Montanans 
and its visitors; and 

WHEREAS, Montana’s trout streams serve as an international 
attraction and the whirling disease issue is of such a concern 
that there is a need to build New Partnerships among public and 
private interests; and 

WHEREAS, there is an opportunity for the people of Montana 
to benefit from a vast national pool of scientific expertise. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MARC RACICOT, Governor of the State of 
Montana, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 2-15-122, 
MCA, do hereby create the Governor’s Whirling Disease Task 
Force. 
I. PURPOSE 

A. The Whirling Disease Task Force shall: 

ap create a public-private partnership to examine 


and identify issues relating to whirling disease in 


* Montana; 
2. develop an action plan to address the whirling 
disease. problem. The action plan shall encompass 


short- and long-term recommendations and focus on: (a) 
scientific research, (b) communication and education, 


(c) fisheries management and policy, (d) economic and 
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social impacts, (e) additional coalition building to 
assist the Task Force and (f) establish a fund-raising 
procedure to support recommended research; 
3. pibtish its recommended action plan in two 
phases. Phase I should focus on = short-term 
recommendations, and Phase II should address long-term 
solutions. 
a. The Whirling Task Force shall appoint technical 
committees comprised of technical and = scientific 


specialists to assist the Task Force in making informed 


recommendations. 
II. COMPOSITION 

The Whirling Disease Task Force shall be composed of not 
more than 20 members. The names and addresses of members who 


shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor shall be submitted 


by separate letter to the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 


and the Secretary of State. 


Iit. 


DURATION 


This Task Force shall remain in existence until January l, 


1996, unless extended or terminated by subsequent Executive 


Order. This Order is effective immediately. 


E COONEY, Secretary of St 


GIVEN under my hand and the GREAT 
SEAL of the State of Montana, 


this 22% day Ger 1995. 


Mae pe | 


MARC RACICOT, Governor 


